
College Facts Worksheet
College  Name: _________________________________     Locations: _____________________________ 

Campus Visit: Yes_____ No_____              Discussion with Admissions Rep: Yes_____ No_____

Use a copy of this worksheet for each college you’re considering. Gather and record the information highlighted be-
low, and use that information to answer the key questions. Evaluate how well each school meets your needs for each 
of the four questions. Decide whether it does a great job of meeting your needs (high), is good enough (medium), 
or is weak in a particular area (low). Once you’ve done that, take all of these worksheets and record the summary 
evaluations on the College Comparison Worksheet. That way, you’ll be able to evaluate all the schools you’re look-
ing at side-by-side.

1  Does the college offer what I want to 
study?

Degree I want from this school (circle one): 
Certificate, 2-year, 4-year, combined degree,  
accelerated degree program

Available major(s) I might want to pursue:

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

Special study options of interest to me (e.g., study 
abroad, internships, etc.):

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

 High  Medium  Low

 4  What is the college environment?

Physical setting (circle one): urban, suburban, rural

Campus appearance, personality, atmosphere:

___________________________________________

Size (and makeup) of student population:

___________________________________________

Extracurricular activities:

___________________________________________

 High  Medium  Low

 2  How much will it cost, and can  
I afford to go there?

Published Costs 
Tuition: __________________ 
Fees: __________________ 
Room and Board: __________________ 
Travel: __________________ 
Other: __________________

Sources of Aid and Financing 
Average gift aid: __________________ 
% receiving gift aid: __________________ 
Average self-help: __________________ 
% contributing self-help: ____________________ 
Average student debt load at graduation: ______ 
% borrowing: _____________________________   
Net price for my income group:_______________

 High  Medium  Low

l 3  What is the quality of the education I 
will receive? (best if focused on program of study) 

Accreditation of the school and/or my program

__________________________________________

Quality and variety of available learning 
experiences (lectures, seminars, labs, group 
projects, internships): 
 
__________________________________________

4- and/or 6-year graduation rate: _______________

Freshman retention rate and/or transfer-out rate: 

__________________________________________

Student-Faculty ratio and/or average class size: _____

 High  Medium  Low

Other things important to me

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

 High  Medium  Low

After the Research  
Apply (or Reassess)
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Do you think there’s 
only one perfect 
school for you?
Think again. Make sure you 
read this . . . 

If you’ve followed the steps in this guide, you should now 
have a good sense of what various colleges can offer you. You 
now also know how to find the information you need about 
new schools you may add to your list, and you have a strategy 
for comparing them against your original choices. 

Your next step is communicating to the colleges what 
you have to offer them. Here again, guidance and admissions 
counselors, as well as public librarians, can be important in 
helping you prepare your application, write an effective admis-
sions essay, and identify critical deadlines. Now that you’ve 
gone through the steps in this guide—Search, Explore, Com-
pare—you’ll probably have an easier time filling out your ap-
plications and preparing your essays because you understand 
exactly why you and the school are a good match. All you have 
to do now is tell the schools persuasively in your application!

Where you ultimately decide to go to college is an im-
portant decision, so the time you’ve spent researching is well 
worth it! You should know, though, that your decision is not set 
in stone. You can always transfer to a different school if your 
circumstances and interests change. Now that you understand 
how to research colleges, you have a strategy for evaluating 
your options today and in the future. 

Think there’s only one perfect school for you?

Often, high school and admissions counselors will talk about how important it is to find the 
right “fit” between you and a school. As we mentioned early on in this guide, a good fit means 
that a school has what you want, and you have what the school wants. But that doesn’t mean 
there’s just one right fit. Several schools could have what you want and need.

There’s no shortage of colleges, and as you’ll quickly see from looking at their websites and 
marketing materials, it can sometimes be hard to tell them apart. Some schools claim excel-
lence in a given field, whether it is science, engineering, research, or liberal arts; those schools 
all have competitor schools that make the same claims, often within the same state or region. 
By researching the school, looking for comparable information, asking good questions, and 
thinking about what’s most important to you, you should be able to identify more than a handful 
of schools worth applying to. Any of those—rather than one mythical “dream school”—could be a 
fine choice.

Student Choices 
Who they are, where they go, what they study 

When making your choices about college, you might be curious about  
what other students are up to. Here’s a quick peek at what undergraduates  

attending 2- and 4-year schools are considering.

Freshmen in 4-yr 
colleges  (2010)

Certificate/Assoc. 
degree seekers (2008)

Degree sought

Business 

Health Professional 

Biological Science  

Engineering 

Social Science 

Other Nontechnical 

Education 

Undecided 

History/Political Sc.

Fine Arts   

Humanities 

Physical Science 

Other Technical

English 

Mathematics/Stats.

Agriculture

13.7
13.0
10.8
10.3

8.9
8.1
7.2
6.8
4.6
4.3
3.3
2.7
2.7
1.9
0.9
0.7

85.4%
Associate’s degree

Certificate
14.6%

77.9%
Master’s +

Bachelor’s
20.4%

< Bachelor’s
1.7%

Probable majors (%)

General Studies  

Health Sciences   

Business/Marketing  

Undeclared   

Eng./Architecture

Education

Protective Services 

Manufacturing* 

Consumer Services

Information Sciences

Public, Legal, Social  

Communic./Design 

Agriculture/Natural 
Resources

24.0
22.0
14.0
11.0

5.0
5.0
4.0 

4.0
4.0
4.0
2.0
1.0

1.0

Areas of Study (%)

Highest degree sought

(*) includes construction, 
repair, and transportation

Enrolled in distance 
learning courses (2008)

20.4% took any dl course.  
3.7% took entire program 
via dl courses.

5 M 
students

Enrollment by type 
of school (2011)
Enrollment by type 
of school (2011)

Public 4-yr:  
Public 2-yr:  
Private 4-yr:  
Private 2-yr: 

38%
35%
25% 
2% 

Students enrolled by race/ethnicity (2011)

White
61%

Native American/
Alaska native

1%
Asian/Pacific
7%

Other
3%

Hispanic
13%

Black
14%

College student employment (2010) 

2-year school

5.90 M
students

4-year school

10.45 M
students

Enrollment by age (2009)

15-24
25-34
35+

Full-time
4-year

Full-time
2-year

Part-time
4-year

Part-time
2-year

 Full-time
Not working: 
Working up to 
20 hrs/wk: 
Working over 
20 hrs/wk: 

61% 

19% 

20%

Part-time
Not working: 
Working up to 
20 hrs/wk: 
Working over 
20 hrs/wk: 

27% 

14% 

59%

 Full-time
Not working: 
Working up to 
20 hrs/wk: 
Working over 
20 hrs/wk: 

58% 

24% 

18%

Part-time
Not working: 
Working up to 
20 hrs/wk: 
Working over 
20 hrs/wk: 

24% 

14% 

62%

20.7 M
students

49%

25%

25%

71%

17%

11%

40%

31%

28%

82%

12%
6%

Sources: CIRP Freshman Survey, a program of UCLA’s Higher Education Research Institute; U.S. Dept. of Education; U.S. Census Bureau, DataFerrett,  
Current Population Survey, October 2010. Dates indicate school year for which most current data were available at the time of publication. Results do not 
total 100% due to rounding.
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